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KRISEMAN TAKES 
OATH FOR SECOND 
TERM AS MAYOR 


After his November victory 
over former St. Petersburg 
Mayor Rick Bakerin a 


contentious campaign, BY PAUL GUZZO 


Rick Kriseman was sworn Times Staff Writer 

in Tuesday for a second New Year’s Day is usually a busy time for a 
term. Also sworn in were movie theater. 

new members of the City But that wasn’t the case in Carrollwood on 
Council, making it a major- Monday night. 

ity female body for the first “Tt got really cold,” said Maira Linares, assis- 


time. Local, 1B 


M : wanted to leave home.” 
Lightning starts People are adjusting in a number of ways with 
2018 in Toronto nighttime temperatures expected to dip near 


Hoping to start the new year 
where it finished 2017, as the 
top team in the NHL, Tampa 
Bay takes on the Maple 
Leafs, who are tied for sec- 
ond in the Atlantic Division. 


» See COLD, 3A 


Tampa Bay adjusts 
as frigid temperatures 
are predicted to linger. 


tant manager at Villagio Cinemas. “No one 


freezing through New Year’s week. Visitors and 
residents alike are looking for fun indoors, farm- 
ers are protecting crops, and shelter operators are 
hitting the road to advertise that they’re open. 


Dangerous degrees Temperatures are blamed for at least 
nine deaths and cause disruption across the nation. 3A 


& = 
JAMES BORCHUCK | Times 
Matthew Spittle, left, lifts an armful of water reeds as he and 
Colin McGhee work on the Four Green Fields Irish pub under 
construction at Tampa’s Curtis Hixon Park on Tuesday. 


degree. 


Cold continues to hammer 


Tampa saw record 
warmth last year 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writer 

Yes, we know, it may be hard to hear this week 
through your earmuffs, but Tampa set a tempera- 
ture record in 2017 for the warmest year on record, 
according to the National Weather Service. 

The final average temperature was 76.3 
degrees, said Paul Close, an NWS meteorologist 
in Ruskin. That edged 2015 by just a tenth of a 


It may seem small, but it’s actually “quite 
a bit,’ when considered over a full year, said 


10Weather WTSP forecaster Grant Gilmore. 


“A tenth of a degree is significant, just what 
that means over the long term,” he said. 


» See WARM, 3A 


Results at tampabay.com/ 
sports 


Utah’s Hatch won't 
return to Senate 


After serving more than 40 
years in the Senate, Repub- 
lican Orrin Hatch, 83, says 
he will not seek re-election, 
opening the door for former 
GOP presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney to run for his 
seat. Nation, 2A 


PwC liable in bank 
failure, judge rules 


PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
the world’s second-biggest 
professional services firm 
by annual revenue, was 
ruled negligent by a judge 
for failing detect the $2 bil- 
lion fraud that led to the 
2009 collapse of Alabama’s 
Colonial Bank. The fraud, 
orchestrated by a major 
Colonial customer, Ocala- 
based mortgage lender 
Taylor Bean & Whitaker, led 
to Colonial’s downfall. 
Business, 4B 


Lauer replaced on 
‘Today’ with Kotb 


Hoda Kotb is officially in as 
co-anchor of the first two 
hours of NBC's Today show, 
paired with Savannah Guth- 
rie and replacing Matt Lauer 
after his firing on sexual 
misconduct charges in late 
November. Nation, 2A 
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Cold rain 
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60% chance of rain 
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Follow the Buzz 


<>» Stay up to date on 
T, the latest Florida 
political news and 
see how the GOP tax over- 
haul could impact your kid’s 
education at tampabay. 
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lease Moore says she tried to persuade her great- 
granddaughter to stay home, but 15-year-old 
Julissa Jackson, a mother of a 2-month-old son, 

was determined to go to a New Year’s Day party. 
“I said, Julissa, you can’t go to every party 
because there’s just too much shooting going on now 
and people just taking a life for nothing, 
said Tuesday through sobs as she stood on her front 
stoop. “She stood halfway in that door there and said, 
‘Grandma, I’ll be back; and something was telling me 


Hours later, Jackson and a 25-year-old friend, Jyhaad 
D. Grant, were caught in a hail of bullets fired by two 
security guards hired for a teen night event at the Stor- 
ette Business Park, according to the Hillsborough 


TAMPA 


299 


Moore 


Teen, friend killed by 
guards as party ends 


The guards reportedly told officials they responded to gunfire 
from a car the pair was in after a Tampa gathering was shut down. 
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TONY MARRERO | Times 


Johneasha Jackson, center, mother of Julissa Jackson, 15, hugs Elease Moore, the teen’s great-grandmother, on Tuesday. 
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County Sheriff’s Office. Jackson and Grant, who also 
had a two-month old at home, died at the scene. 

The guards, Keyon Williams, 28, and Connor Harm, 
» See GUNFIRE, 4A 


Julissa Jackson started the 
school year at North Tampa 
Alternative and planned to 

transfer after winter break. 


Jyhadd Grant, 25, left, with 
his girlfriend, Angel Madison. 
Grant graduated from 
Middleton High School. 


Closed 
clinics 
halt pot 
access 


Patients’ wait times 
and costs will rise 
after Tetra decided 
to shutter facilities. 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 

Thousands of patients who 
received medical marijuana 
through physicians at a half- 
dozen recently closed clinics 
in Tampa Bay may be forced 
to find another doctor soon, 
a difficult task due to state 
restrictions. 

Tetra Health Care, a Cali- 
fornia-based chain that hires 
licensed doctors to write med- 
ical marijuana recommen- 
dations at six clinics in Flor- 
ida, shut down all but one of 
them last month to focus on 
working with state lawmak- 
ers to make access easier for 
patients, a company spokes- 
woman said. But a former doc- 
tor with the chain said Tetra 
ran into financial trouble and 
stopped paying its physicians 
and staff in October. 

Those in the industry say 
Tetra’s downsizing is just one 
sign of many growing pains 
doctors and companies will 
face as Florida heads into its 
second year offering medical 
marijuana products to regis- 
tered residents. 

“When they stopped paying 
us is when I left,’ said Dr. Kelly 
King, who worked for Tetra 
Health Care since the com- 
pany began opening clinics in 
Tampa Bay last summer. She 
said Tetra was still using the 
passwords of departed physi- 
cians to access the state regis- 
try that tracks which patients 
were assigned to them. 

“T noticed after I left, they 
were still putting new patients 
into my registry,” she said. 
“People I had never seen or 
treated before.” 

King, who said she treated 
hundreds of patients at Tetra, 
» See MARIJUANA, 5A 
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BY JONATHAN CAPRIEL 
AND PATTY RYAN 
Times Staff Writers 


Facebook 
Brice Russell and his three siblings were left in the care of Jack 
Junior Montgomery at a Master’s Inn while their mom worked. 


appeared to be asleep. 


TAMPA — A deputy investigat- 
ing a child abuse tip early Satur- 
day looked through the doorway 
of a quiet Seffner motel room 
to see a bed full of children who 


The boy was pronounced dead hours after the 
officer had peered into his motel room. 


Their mother’s boyfriend, 
Jack Junior Montgomery, gave 
assurances that everything was 
fine. The deputy left, unaware 
that 7-year-old Brice Russell was 
unconscious after a fatal beating, 
according to court records. 

Montgomery, now charged 
with murder, didn’t call para- 


Jack Junior 
Montgomery, 
31, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
murder in the 
death of Brice 
Russell, 7. 


medics for nearly 10 hours and 

by then, nothing could be done. 
Those details came to light in 

court documents filed Tuesday in 


Deputy thought beaten child was asleep 


the state’s criminal case against 
Montgomery, 31, who was watch- 
ing the children from about 5:30 
p.m. Friday while their mother 
worked overnight. 

Donya Shenita Russell, 28, had 
been evicted in November from 
a Riverview apartment, records 
show. The family was staying at 
the Master’s Inn, 6010 County 
Road 579. 

On Friday night or early Sat- 
» See CHILD, 5A 


